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Issue nr. 1, March 2006, Guest editor: METU

1. Editorial

A short note to be signed by Asuman – of informal nature, may be drafted by me and approved by her or something similar

2. METU / SRDC info

For this I would NOT like to have data/info copied from the DOW. For the first issue that addresses METU / SRDC
, I would like to hear things like the Technopolis, or the investments you make in terms of people (MSc and PhD theses), the infrastructures you build, etc. all from an informal “narrative” point of view something like a story.

In case there are difficulties, we can change it to an interview-like style.

Also, good to include side-boxes with information like:

· Number of students

· Number of postgrads

· Number of theses supervised by SRDC

· Number of papers

· Etc.

Anything that can act as an indirect way to quantify the quality and international involvement of SRDC.

Pictures are VERY welcome.

3. Interview

This is the main point of the entire newsletter – it should give our view for hot matters and interesting points and constitute the central reading point. Here we can even touch provocative matters and take some positions that might be highly subjective or personal. Why this? Because it shall again make the newsletter interesting for reading and show that we are a living and dynamic project.

A set of possible questions to be answered by Asuman will be sent to you soon. The idea there is that:

· Asuman may ignore any questions she does not like

· Include any she would like to set

· Analyse and elaborate on any questions she thinks as helpers

· Give extensive or laconic answers where she wants to do this

I would like some 4-5 good photos of her to include there (to be shooted together – not older ones from different occasions). I have also certain ideas – quite a pity that I did not think of coming with my camera by the time of the meeting.

4. State of the art

For the particular domain that each Guest editor is related with from a research point of view, this section aims to include some references to the state of the art, the market, the research directions etc. and in general in a story-telling fashion information on competition and market watch (who else does sth like we do in Saphire? Other projects and research approaches, reference to any potentially even slightly related standards.)
Not as we do in a scientific paper but rather in a pop-science way.

For METU, the area should be if you agree this of semantic Web, semantic 
Web services and semantic interoperability.

(As a help, much of the introductory stuff in the proposal could be of use here, but would be good to include as many photos, pictures and schemes as possible. Not only owned by us but from the area literature and with reference to the various sources.)

5. Project calendar
This aims to inform on events – even minor ones – of the project in a way that makes other think are quite interesting and what a pity to not be there. And also give some information on outcomes, new reports etc.
6. Cultural links
I would like to have some links to either cultural attractions or to sites containing information on civilization, music, tourism matters. In case there are difficulties what to choose, you may select some regional spots around Ankara. Would be good if we dedicated some side-boxes either for cooking or literature. (the aim is to make the newsletter readable and likeable. Even for us. And increase the overall utility. And also make it acceptable as a new concept for communications amongst partners from different countries. Why not a cooking recipe then? Or some reference to a good museum in the guest editor’s city?)
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� This could be an issue: should we put the emphasis to SRDC or METU? In case it is not easy to answer this, the best is to shed light on both.
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